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	Tuesday, 06 May 2008 

	I’ve spent hours enjoying a meal and looking out over the water, whether in a bar in New York, a sandwich cart on the Irish Sea, a restaurant overlooking the River Thames in London, a falafel place on the Mediterranean in Tel Aviv, a cruise ship dining room following a hurricane on the Atlantic or in restaurants along Lake Michigan. A view of the water, a glass of good wine and good company enhanced many of my most memorable meals. It has always been a major consideration when deciding where to dine. 

While visiting a friend in Northern Michigan, we went out to dine at a classy restaurant on Little Traverse Bay. It lacked that certain something, a certain “je ne sais quoi.” We decided to find another restaurant with a lake view. I doubt he expected to be seated in five different dining rooms before I found the perfect Inn on Walloon Lake, with a great view and an excellent French chef, but it made the evening. So I have wondered many times why no one in this area has opened a restaurant with a view of the Red Cedar River. But this week, my dream of a local restaurant with a great view is coming true, with the opening of the RiverHouse Inn’s coffee and teahouse. 
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The RiverHouse Inn's Coffee and Teahouse opens Thursday, with the adjoining restaurant to follow in a few weeks (E.J. Jocque/City Pulse). 

In the south side of the building, facing Grand River Avenue just west of downtown Williamston, the coffee and tea house will serve lunches, organic and Fair Trade coffee, herbal tea and chai. A fireplace at one end of the room creates a warm ambiance for the small café that seats 12. Desserts will come from Lansing’s Roma Bakery, and the shop will serve sandwiches and salads from Kewpee. In the next couple of months it will serve afternoon tea with scones, crumpets and finger sandwiches.
On the other side of the building, the RiverHouse Inn restaurant will open in the next few weeks. The casual, upscale restaurant includes a dining room, patio, bar and cigar bar, and every seat has a view of the river. Owners Sue Nichimi and Scott Simmons planned it that way. “We are using the river for the right reasons,” Nichimi said. “It’s probably about the only place around where you can sit on the river and enjoy it.”
She and Simmonds have worked to keep the look of the stately house built in 1929 that they’ve renovated over the last two years to the tune of $1 million. The property was previously used as an auto lot for luxury cars. Simmonds and Nichimi say a recent tornado was aimed directly at the building when it turned, hit the house just east of them and went on. “I consider it good karma,” Nichimi said, laughing.
While the name of the chef is still a well-guarded secret, the menu looks excellent, with selections for a mid-day dinner, like linguini almond chicken, chili-plum chicken satay and smoked salmon tapas. Main course selections include two chops of herb-crusted baked pork ladled with apple juice jalapeno pecan reduction and peppered sirloin with cognac demi, and seafood items, like pan seared salmon and crab cakes.
The building is 20 feet from the Red Cedar River, with parking in front. The grassy lot is graced by stately old pines. “The city wanted the trees cut down for parking,” Nichimi said. “I said no.”
The new gazebo by the river is for large events, and there will be 20 seats on the patio.  The area will be illuminated with floodlights. Nichimi said the restaurant will also feature live music, croquet and bocce ball. 

[image: image4.jpg]



Owner's Scott Simmonds and Sue Nichimi spent $1 million renovating the 1929 building (E.J. Jocque/City Pulse).

The dining room and bar feature a dark wood with modern dark beige décor.Dinner guests will dine on white china plates. The antique tin ceiling, which was donated, is in keeping with the look of the home. The place seats 100 in all. There is a fireplace in the dining room, and there will be a television above it and one in the cafe.
During my visit, a car pulled in next to mine. A couple stopped to ask if the restaurant was open yet. Nichimi told them it would be open in the next few weeks. “People stop by all day,” she said. “I’ve stopped answering my phone, because so many people are calling to ask when we will open.”
The RiverHouse Inn Coffee and Tea House opens Thursday. Hours are 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Sunday. The restaurant hours will be 11 a.m. to 2 a.m. Monday through Sunday. 310 W. Grand River Ave, Williamston. (517) 655-4300.
 
For an expanded look at Lynne Crandall's work and her lifestyle columns, check out her Web site at www.lynnecrandallmedia.com  


Monday, June 9, 2008

The Elegant RiverHouse Inn Graces Williamston's Dining Scene 

The RiverHouse Inn on the Red Cedar River in Williamston is one of the most elegant restaurants to enhance the area in a while. For me, the view and the excellent gourmet menu are what I always look for in a dining experience.
I’ve spent countless hours enjoying a meal and looking out over the water, enough so that I made it a mission to travel over every body of water I could when I traveled around Europe and the limited travel I did in the Middle East. I've crossed the Irish Sea, the Baltic, the North Sea, the Mediterranean, the Atlantic, and a series of smaller seas around Denmark, where I lived for a year during my travels. I have always loved the sea so a view of the water, enhanced by an excellent chef, is the ultimate in pleasurable dining experiences for me.

Click here for the article on theRiverHouse Inn Restaurant in Williamston as it appeared in the Lansing City Pulse on May 6, 2008.
Posted by Lynne Crandall at 3:39 PM 


